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A Note From The Pastors 

“Happy New Year!”  We have all said it.  It is the standard greeting for this time of 

year.  We may even catch ourselves saying things like, “out with the old and in with 

the new,” or “it’s a new year full of new possibilities.”   We have been conditioned to 

view New Years Day as an annual “reset” button for our lives.  You know what we 

mean.  When your computer locks up, or you see the “blue screen of death,” the first 

step is always trying the reset button or rebooting the power.  

If we are completely honest with ourselves we could quickly name the pieces of our 

lives which are locked up, frozen, or even destructive.  But even when we are acutely 

aware of our need to change, very few of us are actually “happy” about anything 

“new.”  Sure, we may like new clothes or a new car, but are we actually willing to 

change our attitude or our behavior?  The Christian faith is all about new.  New life in 

Jesus Christ both empowers and requires that we be changed.  The purpose of the 

Church is not “to do what we’ve always done before.”  Our purpose is to reach out to 

new people in new ways.  

As 2017 begins our question for you is:  Can Valley View change?  We are not called 

to change our faith in Jesus Christ and we are not called to vilify a past which has 

been good to us.  We are however called to believe in a God of new possibilities.  We 

are called to believe that with God we can do more in the days to come than we have 

done in days gone by.  This is a time for us to ask ourselves what new thing is God 

calling me to do?  What new thing is God calling us to do?  What new thing can we 

all do if we put our trust in God and each other? 

 

Happy NEW Year, 

Pastors Bridget and Neil 

 

"I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?"  

Isaiah 43:19a 
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Special Giving Sunday 

Children’s Giving Tree 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who donated to our 

giving tree! We collected 87 hats, gloves and 

scarves for local children, along with 20 pairs of 

socks and 66 pairs of underwear!  

 

Hospitality Workshop:  

"Much more than a handshake" 
January 15, 10:30am 

Shaking hands, greeting with a smile, and good 

coffee are all very important parts of our 

morning Welcome Ministry, but strong 

Hospitality is so much more. January 15, during 

the 10:30 S.S. hour, Jamey will be leading the 

Hospitality Workshop again for everyone 

interested in participating. True hospitality is 

something that we have to continually work on 

as a community. Join us to learn something new, 

renew your spirit, dis-spell some old tales about 

hospitality and grow as a family. This is for 

everyone, not just greeters, and we look forward 

to seeing you! 

 

Leadership Retreat 
Saturday, January 21, 9:00am—12:30pm 

Room 52/53 

All committee leaders are encouraged to attend 

the Leadership Retreat.  There will be discussion 

about meeting times and goals, training, and 

other information that will be helpful to your 

group this year.  Please contact Pastor Bridget 

with questions. 

Human Relations Day   
January 15, 2017 

 
Turn on the 

news or drive 

around the 

outskirts of 

your town 

and you will 

find what 

Jesus called 

“the least of 

these.” Those 

living in the 

margins of society, struggling to survive. People 

like: 

 An immigrant teenager in Texas’ poorest 

county, being recruited by a local gang 

 A father struggling for sobriety in Little Rock, 

Arkansas 

 An Oklahoma woman recently released from 

incarceration looking for work 

Over and over Jesus served people like this, 

embracing them. And that’s what we want to 

model as the people of The United Methodist 

Church. To continue the ministry of Jesus we 

established Human Relations Day as a Special 

Sunday that calls all of our churches to 

participate in helping all God’s children to 

realize their potential. 

 

Will You Support the Ministry of Christ 

Among Those on the Margins? 

Will you continue to support Human Relations 

Day? Will you continue nurturing at-risk youth, 

strengthening communities’ self-improvement 

efforts and advocating for the oppressed? 

Church Life 
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Church Life Mission and Service 

Furnace and Finance 

Before the cold weather hit, the trustees were 

aware that two of the rooftop furnaces were not 

going to last for much longer. A few weeks ago, 

we lost the use of one of those units. As we 

were accepting bids to replace the broken 

system, we quickly realized that it will be more 

cost effective to replace both units 

simultaneously given that the crane and the 

workers will already be on site. The cost to 

completely replace both units is $17,000. If you 

would like to make a special gift to assist in the 

HVAC replacement, you are welcome to 

contribute towards this need. On a separate 

note, our operating deficit continues shrink at a 

good pace. Thank you for your continued 

faithfulness. 

 

 

Sunday School Teacher Training 
January 29 at 11:30am 

Make an impact on the Spiritual life of a child!  

Join our Children’s Sunday School team!  All 

lessons and materials are planned for you, all 

you do is show up and enjoy the kids.  Training 

will be held on January 29 for all new and 

returning teachers.  Please contact Janet Loos at 

janet@valleyviewumc.org with questions. 

 

 

 

 

Upper Room devotional books are 

available at the Sanctuary entrances 

Pastor’s Bible Study 

A Faith of Her Own 
Begins January 25 at 10:00am and 5:30pm 

In A Faith o f Her Own: Women 

of the Old Testament, popular 

author J. Ellsworth Kalas 

focuses on women who were 

crucial—some in obvious 

ways—to the story of the Old 

Testament.  Kalas takes a look 

at several different women of 

the Old Testament.  He 

examines the Scriptures to see what we can 

learn about them and from them, including 

their defining characteristics, how they fit into 

as well as shaped the Old Testament story, and 

how their stories of strength, courage, 

perseverance, and faith have shaped our lives 

as believers today.  

 

Everything You Used to Know About 

The Bible… Or Never Learned 
Begins Sunday, January 29 at 9:00am 

Are you confused when it comes to studying 

the bible? Not sure what the different 

translations mean? Can’t remember the basic 

timeline of events? Join Janet in relearning (or 

learning) the basic Bible facts. Email Janet at 

janet@valleyviewumc.org with questions. 
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Special Needs Ministry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Needs Ministries has had a busy 

December! We started the month by updating 

our Memory Books and Twylia organized 

wonderful Christmas themed games for us to 

play in the gym.  

We celebrated Christmas with our annual 

Christmas party complete with Santa, Mrs. 

Claus and some elves! And we closed out the 

year with a holiday dance party with Maggie 

Rodgers visiting and bringing us music. Starz 

Sunday School has been studying various 

pieces of our Advent traditions with lessons 

written especially for this class by Marilyn 

Harold, all the way from Alaska! 

We look forward to January when we will have 

gym games, Elvis comes for a visit, our Annual 

Talent Show takes place and we bring movies 

in to Evening Care. January's Starz study 

focuses on "Person to Person" - Old Testament 

stories of relationship between two people such 

as Cain and Abel, Abraham and Lot and many 

more.  

We always welcome volunteers! If you have an 

interest in Evening Care or teaching Starz 

Sunday School please contact us via the Valley 

View message line: 913-642-4400 ext 322.  

Adult Ministry 

United Methodist Women 

Faith Circle will meet on 

Wednesday, January 18 at 

9:30am in the Youth Lounge. 

Friendship Circle will meet on 

Tuesday, January 24 in Room 

50/51 at 1:30 pm. 

Joy Circle will meet on Tuesday, January 26 at 

the Olive Garden for lunch at 11:30, followed by 

a program from the UMW resources.  Please 

contact Nancy Vaughn for reservations and all 

are welcome. 

 

United Methodist Men 

What an opportunity awaits all who attend the 

January 21st breakfast meeting of the Valley 

View United Methodist Men!  Phil Brewster 

retired Army colonel and member of Valley 

View with his wife, Corrine, since 1989, will be 

reviewing the Civil War novel he authored, 

Henceforth the Bad Angel.  The novel focuses on a 

slave boy held in bondage by the Osage Indians, 

and covers his battles to save Kansas from the 

Missouri slavers and General Sterling Price.  

Phil spent 30 years in the Army, worked as a 

defense analyst at Fort Leavenworth, instructed 

at the Army Command and General Staff 

College, and spent three years researching and 

writing his book.   

It promises to be a most enjoyable and 

educational morning and all men and women 

are invited to attend. Books will also be 

available. If you are not a regular attendee of the 

men’s meetings, please contact Steve Duggan at 

duggan@everestkc.net to let him know you will 

be joining us. Breakfast begins at 7:30 am in 

Fellowship Hall followed by Phil’s talk. 
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Children’s Ministry Student Ministry 

2017 Kids Ministry Calendar 

Our children’s ministry team has been hard at 

work planning for 2017.  We look forward to a 

year of growth, service and FUN! Below is 

information about our 3 main programs we will 

be offering. 
 

KIDSPRAISE 

Let us worship God in all the ways! This time 

will focus on worship through singing, 

instruments, drama, and movement. This group 

meets at 9:00am on Sunday mornings.  
 

KIDSGROW 

We want all children at Valley View UMC to 

know how much God loves them! KIDSGROW 

Sunday School Classes meet Sunday mornings 

at 10:30am (after the Children’s Moment). 

These classes are designed to provide spiritual 

growth and knowledge to children age 3 

through 6th Grade. Two trained, dedicated 

volunteer teachers lead each class each week. In 

addition to weekly Bible story-based lessons, 

children are introduced to Methodist theology, 

prayer and Bible application.  
 

KIDSERVE 

Introduced this fall, this program will continue 

in 2017. KIDSERVE is a monthly community 

service group open to children in school grades 

1-6. This is open to every child, regardless if the 

child attends VVUMC, another church, or no 

church. We will meet one Sunday per month at 

Valley View UMC from 5:30-7pm. 
 

 

Confirmation 2017  

Informational Meeting 
Sunday, January 22 at 10:00am 

This informational meeting is  

for parents and students. 

Confirmation is for students in 

middle school and up who are 

ready to join the church and stand "firm" in their 

faith. Contact Jamey Bentley at 

Jamey@valleyviewumc.org with questions 

 

Family Movie Night 
Jan. 5 at 6:30pm 

Let’s kick off 2017 with 

movie and popcorn! 

Snacks and drinks are 

provided. Feel free to 

bring folding chairs or 

blankets. 

 

Pancake Dinner 
Feb. 28 at 5:30pm 

Pancakes are a Shrove 

Tuesday tradition! Join us for 

lots of food, fellowship and 

fun! All you can eat pancakes 

and sausage are provided.  

 

Save The Dates 

Saturday, April 8: Egg Hunt 

June 12—June 16: Vacation Bible School 

Children’s Ministry 
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Children’s Ministry Calendar 

January 

Sun. Jan 1 
9:00am    Nursery Care Room 113 

10:30am  
   No Sunday School 

    Family Worship Sunday 

Fri. Jan 6 
6:30pm   Family Movie Night

Sun. Jan 8 
9:00am   Nursery  Room 113 

   KidsPraise Room 109 

10:30am Nursery Care Room 113 

   Sunday School   Room 109 

   Room 108 

Sun. Jan 15 
9:00am   Nursery Care Room 113 

   KidsPraise Room 109 

10:30am  Nursery Care Room 113 

   Sunday School   Room 109 

   Room 108 

Sun Jan. 22 
9:00am   Nursery Care Room 113 

   KidsPraise Room 109 

10:30am  Nursery Care Room 113 

   Sunday School  Room 109

   Room 108 

Sun Jan. 29 
9:00am   Nursery Care Room 113 

   KidsPraise Room 109 

10:30am  Nursery Care Room 113 

   Sunday School  Room 109 

   Room 108 

February March 

Sun. Feb 5 
9:00am    Nursery Care Room 113 

10:30am  
   No Sunday School 

    Family Worship Sunday 

Sun. Feb 12 
9:00am   Nursery  Room 113 

   KidsPraise Room 109 

10:30am  Nursery Care Room 113 

   Sunday School  Room 109 

   Room 108 

5:30pm   KidServe Gym 

   Details on front 

  

Sun. Feb 19 
9:00am   Nursery Care Room 113 

   KidsPraise Room 109 

10:30am  Nursery Care Room 113 

   Sunday School  Room 109 

   Room 108 

Sun. Feb 26 
9:00am   Nursery Care Room 113 

   KidsPraise Room 109 

10:30am  Nursery Care Room 113 

   Sunday School  Room 109

   Room 108 

Weds. Feb 28 
5:30pm  Pancake Dinner  Fellowship 

                                             Hall 

   

Weds. Mar 1 

Ash Wednesday Services  

Sun. Mar 5 
9:00am    Nursery Care Room 113 

10:30am  
   No Sunday School 

    Family Worship Sunday 

5:30pm     KidServe  Gym 

Sun. Mar 12 
9:00am   Nursery  Room 113 

   KidsPraise Room 109 

10:30am  Nursery Care Room 113 

   Sunday School  Room 109 

   Room 108 

Sun. Mar 19 
9:00am   Nursery Care Room 113 

   KidsPraise Room 109 

10:30am  Nursery Care Room 113 

   Sunday School  Room 109 

   Room 108 

Sun Mar 26 
9:00am   Nursery Care Room 113 

   KidsPraise Room 109 

10:30am  Nursery Care Room 113 

   Sunday School  Room 109

   Room 108 

 



Staff Information From the Office 

Pastors 

Rev. Neil Gately Rev. Bridget Gately 

(913) 642-4400  ext. 313 (913) 642-4400  ext. 312 

neil@valleyviewumc.org bridget@valleyviewumc.org 
  

Office  
Dee Hetlinger Amy Woodworth 

Business Administrator 
Scheduling &  

Administrative Asst. 

(913) 642-4400  ext. 310  (913) 642-4400  ext. 311 

dee@valleyviewumc.org amy@valleyviewumc.org 
  

Children  
Janet Loos  Leona Murphy 

Director of Children &  

Family Ministry 

Early Learning Center 

Program Director 

(913) 642-4400  ext. 320 (913) 649-5897   

janet@valleyviewumc.org leona@valleyviewumc.org 
  

Shelley Dopp Meridith Hunt  

Early Learning Center 

Administrative Assistant 

Early Learning Center 

Assistant Director 

(913) 383-9146  

shelley@valleyviewumc.org Meridith@valleyviewumc.org 
  

Youth and Connections Special Needs Ministry  
Jamey Bentley Angie Beck, Twylia Church,  

Director of Youth  

and Connections 

Ginni Duggan and            

Julie Drew  

(913) 642-4400  ext. 321 (913) 642-4400 ext 322 

jamey@valleyviewumc.org eveningcare@valleyviewuumc.org 
  

Music  
Andy Morris Mary Haas 

Worship Leader Chancel Choir 

(913) 642-4400  ext. 316 (913) 642-4400  ext. 316 

 mary@valleyviewumc.org 
  

Tina Gadwood Jan Barger 

Handbells Organist 

(913) 642-4400  ext. 316 (913) 642-4400  ext. 316 

office@valleyviewumc.org office@valleyviewumc.org 
  

Custodians  
Dave Wapelhorst Javier Ruiz 

office@valleyviewumc.org office@valleyviewumc.org 
  

Hope Chest Food Pantry         

Michelle Hess  

(913) 642-4400  ext. 316  

office@valleyviewumc.org  

 Mark Your Calendar 

 

Welcome New Staff! 

We welcome two new interim staff members to 

our Valley View team. 

 

Andy Morris will be the interim Worship 

Leader. Andy has been a member of our praise 

band for several years and routinely has been 

lead vocalist along with playing acoustic guitar.  

He and his wife, Andrea, have been members of 

Valley View UMC for several years and have 

three children; Ella, Maggie and Bodie. 

 

Larry Loos will serve as the interim Technical 

Director. Larry has been a volunteer assiting 

with our sound and visual needs during both 

services since he joined the church and is also a 

guitarist in the praise band.  He and his wife, 

Janet—who is our Director of Children & Family 

ministry have been members of our 

congregation for 3 years and have three 

children; Mark, Sophia and Emma.  

 

January 1 Services at  9:00am and 10:30am; 

Family Worship Sunday,  

no children’s Sunday School 

January 2 Church Offices Closed 

January 16 Church Offices Closed 


